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Creative bible study methods for youth leaders

FROMGRAHAME

Finding ways to help young people explore, understand and apply scripture should be
high on our 'to do' list in Christian youth work. Over the years I've tried to read widely
FYR FTRIFLII ARSFa LQ@S 0O02YS | ONR&aad LYY | f
have given me new ideas and inspiration in times of need! What followsrisfa

compilation of ideas that have worked for me.

This is witten for volunteer youth leaders and small group bible study leadkcs

in my view, areghe W dzy” & dzy” Jof Gh&stikBy&uéh Ministry around the world. But

| hope there@ something here for everyone who has a passion for discipling young
people to know more of Jesus.
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Creative bible study methods for youth leaders

STARTHERE

As Christians, how can we make sense of our world, our relationships and aur fait
without some knowledge and understanding of the Bible? Well, | guess we can't!
Finding ways to help young people explore, understand and apply scripture should
be high on our 'to do' list in Christian youth work.

So wefacilitate, creative, stimulatingrad engaging opportunities to explore God's
word together as a group. Hmm. Easier said than done.

Over the years I've tried to read widely and adapt idéagii@me acrossvhile
workingwith different church youth groups. What follows is a compilationdefas
that have worked for me.

But first, three key values for studying tBible with young people.
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GETTHEMTALKING

What do you think of when you hear the words 'grdBiple study?' Perhaps we
should start with what it's not! A Bible study is not a lecture or a sermon. It's not a
conversation between you and the most 'spiritual' member of your group, or an
argument, or an interrogation. A group Bible study should invelxary member of
your group and our role should likat of acatalyst for discussion.

Research shows that people remember less than 10% of what they hear, but
remember over 80% of what they experience. Positive interaction and discussion
help move young paple from impassive listening to a deeper involvement with
each other as they share thoughts and views about a passage of Scripture.
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LISTENUP

Do I really listen to and respect the opinions of my young people? A good group
Bible study leader is also aaf listener. Of course, there will be times we need to
clearly state the Bible's position on foundational Christian truths. On certain issues
the Bible is very clear. But, let's not use that as an excuse not to give time to hear
the thoughts and opinionsf our young people. Listening first earns us the right to
be listened to when we speak.
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ASKQUESTIONS

Questions are an essential tool in group Bible study. Good questiongdelp
engage with a passage, reflect on it and discover its meaning. Gootiosesan
stimulate your young people to participate in discussion.

Jesus frequently posed questions to get people thinking for themsehesasks the
rich young ruler, 'Why do you call me good?' He asks the disciples, 'Who do you say
that | am?' Around.50 questions are recorded in the Gospels.

Prepare your questions in advance. Try to anticipate what kind of response you
might get. Is an important question too quickly introduced? If so, add other
guestions which lead up to it. Prepare questions whicboemage your young
people to dig into the Bible text.
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There are really only three types «
guestions you can ask in a group
bible study. Open questions, clost
guestions or limiting questions.
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OPENQUESTIONS

Open questions are great for stimulatiggoup discussion because there are no right
or wrong answers. Open questions allow young people to share their own answers
and thoughts on the subject or passage studied. Open questions can have a variety
of answers. For example: Why do you think thistie? How is this important? Who
does this apply to? What could this mean for our lives today?

On the other hand, closed questions stifle group interaction and discussion. Closed
guestions suggest an obvious answer or imply an answer expected aatiher. For
example: Paul says we are to rejoice in everything, doesn't he?

Finally, limiting questions do just that! They limit the number of responses or correct
answers your young people can give. For example: What 3 reasons does Paul give in
this passge?
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Clearly, good questions are 'open questions' because they can have lots of answers.
They allow young people to comment more freely on personal experience,
implications and opinions. For example:

¢ What makes it difficult to live as a Christian at honle@rsonal experience)
o If this were true, what would it mean for our lives today? (Implication)
e If you were God, how would you stop the suffering in the wa(dpinion).
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HOWTOCREATEAN EMBARRASSINGILENCE!

Bad questions cut short discussion atiscourage participation. Some members of
@2dzNJ ANRdzL) gAft o6S3IAYy (2 FSSt GKNBFGSyYySH
here are my five suggestions to avoid an embarrassing silence:
e 52y Q0 lFal ljdSaiArzya oKAOK Ol yfee6 S | ya
God loves you?)
e 52y Q0 Ftal f2FRSR ljdSadAizya ¢KAOK adz3
temple, so should we smoke?)
e 52yQ0 a1 AYOGAYARFOGAY3I | dzSauiwbuddy & oL F
do?)
e 52y Q0 &1 SYolFNNI adaAy3 eljudtémptat®dni 0 2 K
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e 52y Q0 GNB YR YIS (4KSY 3dsSada GKS |y
great truths from this passage?)

With some thought and preparation questions can be used very effectively in a
IANRdzL) 60A0f S &adddzRe (2 roiiainearzhnd fid$as B 4eEmOngza & A
but your young people will get more out of it.
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Three ways questions can be usec
to helpbuild creativeBible studies
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INDUCTIVEBIBLESTUDY

The aim of an 'Inductive Bible Study' is to find out what the writer of the passage is
trying to say and then to apply our understanding and insights to practical action in
everyday life!Inductive’ means reasoning, finding out and making deductions

Bide study is about being inquisitive and learning to ask questions. Be a detective.
Look for clues. What's going on? What stands out to you? What don't you
understand?

Your group may not allow you to use all your carefully prepared questions.
Sometimeghey will jump to the heart of the matter before you ask. That doesn't
matter. Just be prepared.

An inductiveBible study is put together with three types of questions.
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QUESTIONS OBSERVATION

Get your group to search for the faatsvho, what, where, wkn, why, any
commands? Any promises? Your prepared questions will vary depending on the
passage you're studying, but here are some typical ones:

Who wrote or said this?

When was it written or said?

Where did this happen?

To whom was it written or who wasstening?

What circumstance or event prompted this incident or teaching?
Why did the person act as he did? Or say what he said?
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QUESTIONS OFNTERPRETATION

These questions encourage the grotgpexamine the meanings of words, phrases,
actions, and the connections between them. Your questions should help them to

link the lessons of the passage with any biblical truth they already know. What is the
meaning of the passage for us today?

Remember to sk the Lord for guidance. The Holy Spirit is essential to understand
the depth of scripture John 14:26, 1 John 2:27
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QUESTIONS OAPPLICATION

How can | apply what | have learned to my life?

do | need a change in attitude

are there actions to take avoid

is there an example to follow

do | need to confess something to God
is there a promise to claim

Application questions challenge us to put into practice the things we discover from
the Bible. Check out what James says about putting our faithastmn (James 2:
14-18). True Christian faith transforms our conduct as well as our thoughts.
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TENQUESTIONS

This is a simple method for those who are nevBifole study. It works well with
passages from the Gospels. Divide into small groups and givggoung people
details of theBible passage to look at. From the passagk them tdist 10

guestions of things they would like clarified, answered or have the opportunity to
discuss. After 15 minutes each group reports back and their questions are vaitten
a board or flip chart for all to see.

The rest of the time is given to discussion in the whole group until they find
satisfactory answers to their questions. Encourage young people to respond with
their own thoughts. As you move through the passadetiéme to explain the
background, give more information on the problem questions and provide clear
teaching where appropriate.
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MEETJESUS

Select a passage from one of the Gospels. Read the passage together and ask the
group to answer the following quests:

1.

2.
3.
4

o u

Where is Jesus?

Where was Jesus before this event?

Who is Jesus talking to? (crowds, disciples, Gentiles or Jews etc)
Summarize or quote everything Jesus says. Note Jesus' feeling, tone, and
attitude. Note what Jesus does not say.

What are others sagg about Jesus? How do they feel about him?

How do people respond to Jesus?
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7. What are my impressions of Jesus?

8. What is Jesus saying in this passage that could change my life?
9. What characteristics of Jesus would | like to see in my own life?
10. How can | workvith Him to make it happen?
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SYMBOLSTUDY

This is a very effective method of introducing young peoplgildée study. Ask a
member of the group to read the chosen bible passage aloud. Everyone then takes a
sheet of paper and writes the five symbols down the left hand side.

After quietly reading through the Bible passage again, each person writes (next to
the appropriate symbol) what they think the passage is saying. After 10 minutes of
individual work, encourage the group to share their findings together.

Wherethere arequestions, encourage group discussion to try to find out the
answers together. Take awWw minutes to summarise what you have discovered and
close with a prayer to act on anything learned.
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